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For many guests a safari is a once in a life time experience and choosing which part of Africa to go to can 
be a challenge. Here is some useful information to assist in making this tricky decision.      

Safari in Southern Africa or East Africa? 

> <

Southern Africa East Africa 

Wildlife 

The wildlife in Southern Africa is as varied to that of 
East Africa, although less dense an found in smaller 
herds. Game trackers apply their skill in finding the 
elusive animals and it is a thrilling experience to be a 
part of the track . With Southern Africa having a large 
concentrations of private game reserves, there is a 
higher frequency of close up safari experiences that 
take place when out in the bush. 

Wildlife  
The wildlife in East Africa, specifically in Kenya and 
Tanzania, is found in higher concentrations than 
elsewhere on the continent; the great wildebeest   
migration alone contains 2 million individuals.  
Rwanda and Uganda are also home to the two    
largest primate species and both these countries can 
be easily combined with a wildlife safari in Kenya or 
Tanzania.  

Landscapes  
Southern Africa has a stunning variety of superbly 
contrasting landscapes. From the deserts of Namibia 
with its rolling sand dunes onto the flat floodplains of 
the Okavango delta to the towering heights of the   
Drakensburg mountains.  

Landscapes  
There are a myriad of spectacular landscapes in 
East Africa - from the soaring mountains of          
Kilimanjaro and Kenya, the primate rich jungles in 
Rwanda and Uganda, the many rolling grassland 
savannahs and the long, wide beaches of the coast.  

Activities & Culture 

Southern Africa offers a myriad of cultural experienc-
es, along with active adventure, family explorations 
and wellness journeys. Cosmopolitan cities like Cape 
Town and Johannesburg offer unusual art experienc-
es, and premium shopping for luxury fashion brands. 

Activities & Culture 

East Africa has numerous activities available from 
walking safaris to soaring over the plains in a hot air 
balloon. There are also a wide variety of cultures for 
guests to experience from the more famous Masai to 
the lesser known pygmy Batwa.  

Food & Wine 

South Africa in particular is a foodies heaven with a 
wide range of culinary delights to suit any traveler. 
There are also a huge number of spectacular      
vineyards farms along the coast.  

Food & Wine 

Not a renowned destination for food but the         
properties offer delicious meals. There is also the 
option for guests to have a local cooking class in a 
village to experience how the locals live.  

Beaches 

The best beaches in Southern Africa are found in 
Mozambique which can be reached from any of the 
Southern Africa countries, or hop over to Mauritius. 

Beaches 

Both Kenya and Tanzania have glorious beaches 
with powder-white sandy beaches just a short flight 
away from the national parks and reserves.  
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 Kenya 

Kenya is the perfect year-round destination with each month offering its own unique set of experiences.  
January to March are the hot dry months when the water levels across the country are at their lowest. This 
ensures spectacular wildlife sightings as the grass cropped short by the antelope and every species 
fighting over the limited water sources. The rains arrive in April and May and the landscape is transformed. 
The grass shoots up, turning the grassy plains a lush green and the landscape is dominated by wildflowers, 
butterflies, intense thunderstorms and incredible rainbows - a photographer’s paradise. The rains cease in 
June and the air is crisp and clear. In July the migration moves up into the Masai Mara to take advantage of 
this wonderful grazing and during August and September the plains are heaving with herbivores. The grass 
turns yellow in September and by October water sources become limited again. In November the short 
rains arrive and the country once again turns a lush green which will sustain the wildlife until the next long 
rains. December is warm as the rains peter off.  
  

Tanzania 

Tanzania has a huge variety of beautiful landscapes and there is something to discover in every season. 
January to mid-March is the hot dry season and the migration is in the southern Serengeti taking            
advantage of the short nutrient rich grass to give birth to their calves. In mid-March the rains arrive, and the 
country is turned a brilliant green and the wildflowers all bloom. This is also when the visitor number are 
lowest creating a very private experience. During April and May the rains come down in earnest and many 
of the smaller properties close however this is also the time where you will see the least people in the  
National Parks. In June the rain ceases and the country is refreshingly green. The migration moves up 
through the western corridor in search of uncropped pastures and in July and August they are up in the 
northern Serengeti and the Masai Mara. In September and October the landscape dries out again and the 
days get hotter and water sources dwindle. In November, the short rains arrive providing the wildlife with 
some relief preparing it for the hot and dry months of December to March.   
  

Uganda & Rwanda 

Both these countries have a very similar climate throughout the year and there are no big fluctuations  
making both countries idyllic for year-round travel. There is an increase in rain from January to May which 
leaves the forests thick and lush and their primate inhabitants gorged on the fruit from the trees. In June the 
rains lessen and from July to September the counties are relatively dry with only a scattered thundershower 
here and there across the mountain ranges. In October and November, the number of showers increase 
and once December arrives the storms occur a few times a week.  

 Best time to travel in East Africa  
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BOTSWANA 

The country is an all year round destination. May to August is the dry winter season with moderate days and cold nights. June to August is high water season in the Okavango Delta with opportunities 
for boating and mokoro excursions. This is the best time for great game viewing. May to October sees increasing numbers of animals concentrated along the Chobe River and central Savute region. 
September and October is hot and dry with good game viewing. November to April is the rainy summer season. The bush changes into a lush green area and birding is excellent as migrant species 
arrive in the area. There is also plenty of young antelope around as it is birthing season. 
 

MOZAMBIQUE 

April to September offers a sub-tropical climate and is the best time to visit. May to November is winter with cool temperatures and the least chance of rain. December to April is the wet summer season 
with brief downpours followed by sunshine. January and February is cyclone season in Southern Mozambique. We advise avoiding the Bazaruto Archipelago during this time. 
 

NAMIBIA 

The sand dunes of Sossusvlei can be visited at any time of the year however the dry winter climate from March to October is the best time to visit. September and October can get very hot. October to 
April is summer and the best time for bird watching. May to August is winter and the best time for game viewing in Etosha National Park. June and July can have very cold nights. November and April is 
the summer rainy season turning the area green and bringing the occasional floods to the desert. 
 

SOUTH AFRICA 

The country is an all year round destination. Summer is from October to March and winter from May to August. January to April is the best time to visit Cape Town and enjoy the summer months.  
October to April is warm and dry. December and February sees the occasional South-Easter wind, blanketing Table Mountain in cloud. July to September is the best time for whale watching and seeing 
wild flowers in bloom. Kruger National Park is considered an all year destination. May to October is the dry winter season and the best time for game viewing and walking safaris. September and  
October is dry and hot with animals concentrated around water sources. November to April is rainy season, perfect for photography as everything is lush and green. Game viewing is good, with young 
animals around and bird watching is great. May to October is the dry winter season and the best time for game viewing in Madikwe Game Reserve. KwaZulu-Natal is a year round destination. May to 
August is winter with a mild climate, warm ocean and the best time for game viewing.  
 

ZAMBIA 

Zambia has a sub-tropical climate defined by a marked wet and dry season rather than summer and winter. The dry season along with mild daytime temperatures runs from May to October and is the 
best time to go to Zambia for game viewing in the South Luangwa and Lower Zambezi National Park. September and October however can get extremely hot. The rainy season, also known as green 
season, is from December to April when the bush is beautifully thick and green. This is the best time for bird watching as there are many migrant species in the area. February to May is the best time to 
visit the Victoria Falls on the Zambian side. The falls are at their fullest from April to May. October and November is dry season with very little water coming over the Zambian side of the falls. The main 
Falls can still be seen on the Zimbabwe side. White-water rafting is during this time.  
 

ZIMBABWE 

February to May is the best time to visit Victoria Falls. April and May the falls are at their fullest. August to December is low water season and the best time to enjoy water rafting as the volume and 
speed of the water is reduced and the rapids are more exposed. May to August is dry winter season and the best time for game viewing in Mana Pools, Hwange National Park, Lake Kariba and 
Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve. September and October are extremely hot and dry months. 
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Best time to travel in Southern Africa  
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